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RosBREED at the American Society for Horticultural Science, Hawaii, 2011 

  
Once again, RosBREED participated 
in the Annual Conference of the 
American Society for Horticultural 
Science (ASHS) held from Septem-
ber 25-28, 2011 at the Hilton Waiko-
loa Village in Hawaii. RosBREED 
was represented at this meeting with 
three oral presentations and four 
poster presentations that described 
the efforts undertaken by the project 
in enabling marker-assisted breeding 
applications in the genetic improve-
ment of apple, peach and cherry. To 
view the slides of the oral presenta-
tions and the posters, please visit: 
www.rosbreed.org/resources/
presentations. 
  
Apart from the hard work, 
RosBREED Co-PDs present at 
ASHS 2011 also had an opportunity 
to meet and network after the ses-
sions. 

Paul Sandefur (Univ. of Arkansas), John Clark (Univ. of Arkansas), and Cameron 
Peace (Wash. State Univ.) 

Photo right, starting from left front and 
going around the table: Richard Veilleux 
(Virginia Tech), Ita Peace (Washington), 
Cameron Peace (Wash. State Univ.), Jas-
per Rees (ARC South Africa), Jeff Olsen 
(Oregon State Univ.), Anne Plotto (USDA-
ARS, FL), Gayle Volk (USDA-ARS, CO), 
Nahla Bassil (USDA-ARS, OR), Gennaro 
Fazio (USDA, NY), and Ksenija Gasic 
(Clemson Univ.) 

http://www.rosbreed.org/resources/presentations
http://www.rosbreed.org/resources/presentations
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RosBREED by the numbers  

4 
Number of posters RosBREED participants 
showcased at the September ASHS confer-
ence in Hawaii.  
Click here to view these posters.  
 

Cameron Peace (Wash. State Univ.), Ksenija Gasic (Clemson 
Univ.), Nahla Bassil (USDA-ARS, OR), and Jasper Rees (ARC 
South Africa) 

7,761,232  
Number of SNP markers generated by the Michigan 
State University iSCAN facility for 953 peach cultivars, 
ancestors and representative seedlings. 

Wow, this is a 

lot of SNPs! 

Ksenija Gasic (Clemson Univ) analyzing peach SNP data  

On November 2, in a Michigan State University research orchard, 

Amy Iezzoni (Michigan State Univ.), Greg Reighard (Clemson 

Univ.), and Mike Parker (North Carolina State Univ.) discussed the 

peach and apple traits that will be prioritized by growers this winter 

at the Grower Meetings (see page 4)! 

14  
Number of Grower Meetings RosBREED will 
be attending this winter to showcase pheno-
typic traits our Demonstration Breeders are 
evaluating and to receive valuable input form 
growers regarding their trait priorities. For 
more information, see page 3. 

http://www.rosbreed.org/resources/presentations
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Tell us what you want: Quantifying your priorities for new cultivars 
By: Jim McFerson 
 

What is it that growers want to see in a new cultivar? Do strawberry growers in Florida look for the same attributes as 
those in California or Oregon? What about peach producers in South Carolina, Arkansas, Texas, or California? Apple 
growers in New York, Minnesota, or Washington? Cherry producers in Michigan and Washington? 
 
Selecting the right cultivar when establishing or renovating a planting is the single most important decision any grower 
will make. Choosing one from among a portfolio of established cultivars whose characteristics are well known versus a 
new cultivar that is less well characterized is a fundamental challenge and can create opportunities for both economic 
success and complete failure.  
 
Is there any possibility we could systematically identify what attributes growers feel are the most important to enhance 
their profitability and the least important when they select a new cultivar to plant? When growers make that decision, are 
they thinking about niche markets, production costs, potential yields, pest and disease resistance, or fruit phytonutrient 
content? Can plant breeding programs actually succeed in producing the cultivars growers prefer? Will consumers and 
processors be excited enough about a new cultivar to motivate their purchase? Finally, and most importantly, will the 
grower receive a return on his/her significant investment in a new planting? 
 
RosBREEDôs Socio-Economics Team is determined to 
begin answering these questions and provide plant 
breeding programs a more specific set of priorities to make 
their programs more efficient and effective. Currently, 
breeding targets are based largely upon the breederôs 
viewpoint, informed by input from the entire supply chain, 
from grower to processor or packer/shipper to retailer to 
consumer, but this process is neither transparent nor 
systematic.  
 
The team has already polled plant breeders themselves 
and marketing intermediaries about their values and 
preferences for new cultivars and is now set to survey 
growers. This is a difficult challenge, given the diversity of 
apple, cherry, peach, and strawberry growers. They differ 
significantly for so many factors: location, fresh versus 
processed use, scale of operation, crop mix, marketing 
scheme, access to capital, access to labor, potential return 
of investment on a new planting, etc. 
 
Nonetheless, the team will attack the challenge this winter 
in an unprecedented effort focused on interactive sessions 
at regional grower meetings in the most important 
production areas for apple, cherry, peach and strawberry. 
A formal national mail-in survey will complement these 
informal regional sessions and begin in January 2012. 
 
The interactive sessions will include a show-and-tell from 
the plant breeder working in that geographic area, who will 
outline the program and its collaborative activities with 
RosBREED, highlight the traits currently emphasized, and 
share some of the innovative traits that might be 
considered for inclusion in a new cultivar. A feature of 
these sessions will be the use of TurningpointÈ 
technologies. Not unlike a game show, audience 
participants will be able to answer survey questions flashed 
on a screen by hitting buttons on remote control clickers 
right from their seats. The results will be viewed immediately on the screen and the instant feedback recorded for further 
analysis and comparison to survey information obtained from other components of the supply chain. 
 
RosBREED exploits modern genetic tools to improve the efficiency and effectiveness of plant breeding programs. Its 
Socio-Economics Team will be using modern technology to efficiently gather robust information from stakeholders, so 
get your clicker fingers ready for a winter meeting coming to a town near you. 
 

David Bedford, University of Minnesota apple breeder 
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Clicker survey dates and locations for upcoming Grower Meetings: 

Date of Meeting Location Conference Crop 
Demonstration 

Breeder 

SE Member / representative        

conducting survey 

Dec 6, 2011 Wenatchee, WA Wash. State. Hort. Assoc. Annu-
al Meeting 

Sweet Cherry Nnadozie Oraguzie 
WA State Univ. 

Vicki McCraken (WA State Univ) & 
Jim McFerson (WTFRC) 

Dec 6, 2011 Wenatchee, WA Wash. State. Hort. Assoc. Annu-
al Meeting 

Apple Kate Evans          
WA State Univ. 

Vicki McCraken (WA State Univ) & 
Jim McFerson (WTFRC) 

Dec 6, 2011 Grand Rapids, MI Great Lakes Expo Strawberry Jim Hancock         
MI State Univ. 

Audrey Sebolt                                  
MI State Univ. 

Dec 6, 2011 Grand Rapids, MI Great Lakes Expo Apple Dave Bedford     
Univ. of MN 

Audrey Sebolt                                  
MI State Univ. 

Dec 7, 2011 Grand Rapids, MI Great Lakes Expo Tart Cherry Amy Iezzoni          
MI State Univ. 

Audrey Sebolt                                  
MI State Univ. 

Dec 13, 2011 Watsonville, CA Fumigation Safety Symposium 
of the California Strawberry 

Commission  

Strawberry To be determined Alicia Rihn,                                  
Univ. of MN 

Jan 6, 2012 Savannah, GA SE Regional Fruit and Veg Conf Peach Ksenija Gasic  
Clemson Univ. 

Greg Reighard (Clemson Univ.) & 
Cholani Weebadde (MI State Univ.) 

 Jan 10-11, 
2012 

Ashville, NC SE Apple Growers Meeting Apple Jim Luby           
Univ. of MN 

Alicia Rihn,                                  
Univ. of MN 

Jan 11, 2012 Minnesota Minn Apple Growers Apple Dave Bedford    
Univ. of MN 

Chengyan Yue                            
Univ. of MN 

Jan 24-26, 2012 Syracuse, NY Empire State Fruit and Veg 
Expo 

Apple Susan Brown     
Cornell Univ. 

Karina Gallardo                              
WA State Univ. 

Feb 2, 2012 Hershey, PA Mid-Atlantic Fruit and Vegetable 
meeting which covers all of the 
Rosaceae crops + National 
Peach Council Annual Meeting 

Peach John Clark         
Univ. of AR 

Greg Reighard                                
Clemson Univ. 

Mid-Feb, 2012 CA CA Stone Fruit meeting Peach Tom Gradziel       
UC Davis 

To be determined 

Feb 28, 2012 North Willamette 
Research & Exten-
sion Center, OR 

Annual grower meeting for 
Strawberry growers 

Strawberry Chad Finn        
USDA-ARS 

To be determined 

Aug 17-18, 2012 Plant City, FL Florida Strawberry Growers  
Association Annual Educational 

Seminar 

Strawberry Vance Whitaker  
Univ. of FL 

Cholani Weebadde                          
MI State Univ. 


